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DRAFTED BY STF:WLSWING:RLKATES:PAD 

APPROVED BY STF WALKER 

S/S-0 RCASTRODALE 

AF:RMMOOSE 

AF/P:RHOLLIDAY 

039749 191258Z/45 

O 191239Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127569 

INFORM CONSULATES 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS. CG 

SUBJECT: KOLWEZI EVACUATION OPERATION, ZAIRE 

1 . GIVEN THE LIKELY GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE 
KOLWEZI AIR EVACUATION OPERATION, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT 
THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND AND GUIDANCE MAY BE USEFUL TO YOU. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE DETERIORATING SITUATION IN AREA OF 
KOLWEZI, ZAIRE, WHERE 14 AMERICANS ARE STILL TRAPPED SINCE 
AN INVADING FORCE BEGAN FIGHTING THERE ABOUT MAY 13, THE 
UNITED STATES HAS AGREED TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO 
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A MULTILATERAL EFFORT TO PROTECT EXPATRIATES IN THE CONTES- 
TED AREA. OUR SUPPORT TO THIS OPERATION IS AT THE REQUEST 
OF THE FRENCH, BELGIAN, AND ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENTS AND CONSISTS 
OF AIR LIFTING FUEL, SUPPLIES AND TROOPS TO DESTINATIONS 
IN ZAIRE OUTSIDE THE AREASOF CONFLICT. ON MAY 17, SIXTY- 
SEVEN EMPLOYEES OF MORRISON-KNUDSEN'S ZAIRE COMPANY, CIS, 

WERE ABLE TO RE-LOCATE THEMSELVES FROM KOLWEZI TO AREAS OF 
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GREATER SAFETY. HOWEVER, SINCE THEN ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH KOLWEZI HAVE BEEN DOWN AND WE HAVE NO CURRENT INFORMA- 
TION ON THEIR WELFARE AND WELL-BEING NOR ANY INDICATIONS 
THAT THEY ARE NOT SAFE. 

3. TALKING POINTS, THAT YOU MAY USE AT YOUR DISCRETION AND 

IN RESPONDING TO HOST GOVERNMENT APPROACHES ON THE QUESTION. 

- OUR IMMEDIATE CONCERN IN THIS EVACUATION EFFORT IS THE 
SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF OUR CITIZENS IN KOLWEZI AND VICI- 
NITY, AS WELL AS OF ALL OTHER RESIDENTS OF THE AREA; 

- WHILE THE SUCCESSFUL RE-LOCATION ON MAY 17 OF 77 
AMERICANS FROM KOLWEZI WAS A GREAT RELIEF TO THEIR FAMILIES 
AND TO US, AND ALLEVIATED SOME OF THE PRESSURE WE FACED, 

THERE REMAIN SOME 14 AMERICANS IN KOLWEZI. 

- WE ARE CONCERNED FOR THEIR WELFARE, ESPECIALLY IN THE 
LIGHT OF INCREASING REPORTS OF VIOLENCE, LOOTING AND A 
GENERALLY DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION; 

- WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED, AS IT SHOULD BE AMONG 
FRIENDS, TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFORM YOU BEFOREHAND OF OUR 
INTENTIONS. HOWEVER, WHEN IT IS A QUESTION OF THE LIVES OF 
OUR CITIZENS, WE DO NOT COMMENT ON PLANNING ON OPERATIONS 
INVOLVING THE SAFETY OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. 
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- OUR SUPPORTIVE ROLE IN THIS AIR RESCUE MISSION WAS 

ALSO UNDERTAKEN AT THE EXPLICIT REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ZAIRE, WHICH IS CONCERNED OVER THE THREAT TO ITS TERRI 
TORIAL INTEGRITY AND COPPER/HYDROELECTRIC INFRASTRUCTURE 
BY THE INCURSIONS ACROSS ITS BORDERS. 

- WE ALSO TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION THE APPEAL BY THE 

OAU CHAIRMAN TO SUPPORT ZAIRE AGAINST THE CURRENT THREATS 
TO ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 

4. AS APPROPRIATE WE WILL BE ROUTINELY PROVIDING YOU IN- 
FORMATIONAL PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR OUR NOON PRESS 
BRIEFINGS, TRANSCRIPTS OF PERTINENT SECTIONS OF THESE 
BRIEFINGS, AND PRESS ARTICLES. VANCE 
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ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 /023 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY EUR/WE:ARTHUR HUGHES 
APPROVED BY STF:WLSWING 

052618 200259Z/61 

O 200235Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127569 

FOL RPT STATE 127569 SENT ACTION ALL AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS 
MAY 19, 1978. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 127569 
INFORM CONSULATES 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS. CG 

SUBJECT: KOLWEZI EVACUATION OPERATION, ZAIRE 

1 . GIVEN THE LIKELY GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE 
KOLWEZI AIR EVACUATION OPERATION, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT 
THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND AND GUIDANCE MAY BE USEFUL TO YOU. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE DETERIORATING SITUATION IN AREA OF 
KOLWEZI, ZAIRE, WHERE 14 AMERICANS ARE STILL TRAPPED SINCE 
AN INVADING FORCE BEGAN FIGHTING THERE ABOUT MAY 13, THE 
UNITED STATES HAS AGREED TO PROVIDE LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO 

A MULTILATERAL EFFORT TO PROTECT EXPATRIATES IN THE CONTES- 
TED AREA. OUR SUPPORT TO THIS OPERATION IS AT THE REQUEST 
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OF THE FRENCH, BELGIAN, AND ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENTS AND CONSISTS 
OF AIR LIFTING FUEL, SUPPLIES AND TROOPS TO DESTINATIONS 
IN ZAIRE OUTSIDE THE AREASOF CONFLICT. ON MAY 17, SIXTY- 
SEVEN EMPLOYEES OF MORRISON-KNUDSEN'S ZAIRE COMPANY, CIS, 
WERE ABLE TO RE-LOCATE THEMSELVES FROM KOLWEZI TO AREAS OF 
GREATER SAFETY. HOWEVER, SINCE THEN ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH KOLWEZI HAVE BEEN DOWN AND WE HAVE NO CURRENT INFORMA- 
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TION ON THEIR WELFARE AND WELL-BEING NOR ANY INDICATIONS 
THAT THEY ARE NOT SAFE. 

3. TALKING POINTS, THAT YOU MAY USE AT YOUR DISCRETION AND 

IN RESPONDING TO HOST GOVERNMENT APPROACHES ON THE QUESTION. 

- OUR IMMEDIATE CONCERN IN THIS EVACUATION EFFORT IS THE 
SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF OUR CITIZENS IN KOLWEZI AND VICI- 
NITY, AS WELL AS OF ALL OTHER RESIDENTS OF THE AREA; 

- WHILE THE SUCCESSFUL RE-LOCATION ON MAY 17 OF 77 
AMERICANS FROM KOLWEZI WAS A GREAT RELIEF TO THEIR FAMILIES 
AND TO US, AND ALLEVIATED SOME OF THE PRESSURE WE FACED, 

THERE REMAIN SOME 14 AMERICANS IN KOLWEZI. 

- WE ARE CONCERNED FOR THEIR WELFARE, ESPECIALLY IN THE 
LIGHT OF INCREASING REPORTS OF VIOLENCE, LOOTING AND A 
GENERALLY DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION; 

- WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED, AS IT SHOULD BE AMONG 
FRIENDS, TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFORM YOU BEFOREHAND OF OUR 
INTENTIONS. HOWEVER, WHEN IT IS A QUESTION OF THE LIVES OF 
OUR CITIZENS, WE DO NOT COMMENT ON PLANNING ON OPERATIONS 
INVOLVING THE SAFETY OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. 

- OUR SUPPORTIVE ROLE IN THIS AIR RESCUE MISSION WAS 

ALSO UNDERTAKEN AT THE EXPLICIT REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT 
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OF ZAIRE, WHICH IS CONCERNED OVER THE THREAT TO ITS TERRI- 
TORIAL INTEGRITY AND COPPER/HYDROELECTRIC INFRASTRUCTURE 
BY THE INCURSIONS ACROSS ITS BORDERS. 

- WE ALSO TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION THE APPEAL BY THE 

OAU CHAIRMAN TO SUPPORT ZAIRE AGAINST THE CURRENT THREATS 
TO ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 

4. AS APPROPRIATE WE WILL BE ROUTINELY PROVIDING YOU IN- 
FORMATIONAL PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR OUR NOON PRESS 
BRIEFINGS, TRANSCRIPTS OF PERTINENT SECTIONS OF THESE 
BRIEFINGS, AND PRESS ARTICLES. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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